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New York City and Chicago-Based Infertility Center Announces New Gender Selection Program

Whether gender selection should be considered an ethically acceptable procedure has been a controversial subject. In 2000, the American Society for Reproductive Medicine (ASRM), in an Ethics Committee Opinion, declared preconception sex selection to be an ethically acceptable procedure. This meant that sperm sorting procedures for gender selection were considered ethical. The Committee, however, did not address the use of preimplantation gender selection through genetic diagnosis (PGD). PGD involves the genetic evaluation of embryos, established through in vitro fertilization (IVF) prior to implantation.

This meant that a procedure which only improved the odds of a particular sex was considered ethically acceptable, while PGD, a virtually 100% accurate method to determine gender, was not.

The Institutional Review Board (a community review board) of the Center for Human Reproduction (CHR), in its March meeting, found the position of the Ethics Committee of the ASRM to be illogical. CHR, in a letter by its Chairman of the Board, Norbert Gleicher, MD, therefore, questioned the opinion in regards to the use of PGD for gender selection.

By letter of September 17, 2001, the Chairman of the Ethics Committee 2001 of the ASRM, John A. Robertson, announced a new and updated opinion of the Committee which in its last paragraph states:

“In light of Ethics Committee’s 2001 analysis of sex selection for gender variety in a family, a program might ethically offer preimplantation genetic diagnosis for that purpose when there is good reason to think that the couple is fully informed of the risks of the procedure, and are counseled about having unrealistic expectations about the behavior of children of the preferred gender.”

Considering this opinion of the Ethics Committee of the ASRM, CHR has decided to start offering gender selection by PGD at its New York City and Chicago area centers.

Norbert Gleicher, MD, Chairman of CHR is available for further comments and inquires.
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