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Infertility Center Announces Establishment of 
Egg Freezing Program
CHICAGO, IL – While the freezing of embryos, as part of the in vitro fertilization (IVF) process, has been routine for many years, EGG (OOCYTE) FREEZING has not. The principal reason why egg freezing has not been widely offered as a clinical service thus far, has been the unreliability of the freezing process and the rather limited success in establishing pregnancies with frozen/thawed eggs.
However, recent reports suggest that egg freezing and subsequent pregnancy rates are becoming more predictable. A small number of IVF centers have, therefore, started to offer egg freezing as a clinical service. 

The CENTER FOR HUMAN REPRODUCTION (CHR), one of the nation’s largest and most respected fertility centers, with locations in Chicago and New York City, is now announcing the establishment of an EGG FREEZING PROGRAM in both locations.

In contrast to other programs, CHR will offer egg freezing, solely under an experimental consent. Patients who wish to have their eggs frozen, will have to confirm by consent that, at the current time, the degree of egg survival after freezing and thawing cannot be predicted, nor can pregnancy rates with such frozen/thawed eggs be predicted with accuracy. Moreover, since the number of pregnancies reported from frozen/thawed eggs is still very small, no one can predict with certainty the effect of egg freezing and thawing on the subsequent pregnancy (even though there is no reason to believe that there may be any adverse effects).

Women may consider egg freezing under two principal circumstances: (1) in cases where ovaries have to be removed for medical reasons; or (2) under circumstances where a woman has not found a life partner and is concerned about reaching functional menopause (i.e. the end of her ability to reproduce with her own eggs) before finding a partner.

The ability to conceive begins to decline as a woman ages. After age 40, conception becomes very difficult and after age 42, almost impossible. Egg freezing, therefore, represents a very attractive option to prolong reproductive capacity for women who wish to defer childbearing. 

Norbert Gleicher, M.D., Chairman of CHR, will be available for further comments and inquires in Chicago on January 30-31, 2003.  
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