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Fertility Center Decides Against Offering Sex Selection At This Time
Following a query to the American Society for Reproductive Medicine (ASRM) and a written response by the Chairman of the ASRM’s Ethics Committee 2001, the Center for Human Reproduction (CHR) announced on September 27, 2001, that it would start offering gender (sex) selection by preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD), a virtually always accurate technique which involves the generation of embryos through in vitro fertilization (IVF).


Following this announcement, the ASRM in a press release on October 1, 2001, announced that the letter of the Chairman of its Ethics Committee did not reflect the ASRM’s position on the matter and reaffirmed prior ASRM policy statements which had expressed opposition to the use of PGD for gender (sex) selection. This position was also reaffirmed by a follow-up letter of the ASRM’s Ethics Committee to CHR.


In view of these developments, CHR has decided not to implement gender (sex) selection into its PGD program at the current time.


CHR, however, has petitioned the ASRM once again to address unequivocally the basic question whether gender (sex) selection in any form should be considered an ethical use of medical resources. CHR’s position for over 20 years has been that gender (sex) selection does not represent an appropriate use of medical resources. (See also www.centerforhumanreprod.com)   
Should the ASRM, however, reaffirm its decision of May 5, 2001, that gender (sex) selection under certain circumstances is an ethical use of medical resources, then CHR stands by its position, that, as physicians, we have an absolute ethical obligation to offer these services to the best of our ability.


PGD for gender (sex) selection offers very high accuracy and would, under such circumstances, represent the procedure of choice.

CHR will reassess whether to offer gender (sex) selection following a decision by ASRM’s Ethics Committee Meeting in its next meeting in January of 2002, and will, until then, offer PGD only for the prevention of genetic diseases in offspring.


Norbert Gleicher, MD, CHR-Chairman is available for further comments.
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